
Dear Friends, 

 

     The season of waiting in blessed HOPE is upon us. Advent brings with it a sense of promise of fulfillment, but 

we Christians know it is much more than a “sense”, it is Truth revealed in the reality of the God-man becoming 

our Savior!  We rejoice in the Truth always, even in the midst of suffering. Advent is here. So, we rejoice in the 

hope of Jesus Christ, coming very soon among us on Christmas Day! 

     It is redundant to repeat that our world is different today because of the Corona-

virus and the turmoil of post election chaos for the US, not to mention all the other 

crises in our world and the challenges in our Church. We bear these burdens in our 

hearts as we daily lift our prayers and sacrifices to our Lord through the hands of 

Mary, Queen of Carmel. Fortunately, our sisters have thus far been spared getting 

sick from the Virus. It is a blessing to have public mass again with all our daily friends 

in our chapel, all behind the disguise of face masks and spaced out in marked pews 

for safety. Our prayers are continually offered for our country, as well. And for all of 

your needs and intentions.  

     On our Lady’s Birthday, September 8th, our second postulant was clothed in the 

Carmelite habit. Marisa Butler took the name and title of Sr. Josefina Rose of Jesus. 

She is deeply devoted to St. Joseph and took “Rose” from “Mystical Rose”, a title of 

Mary. And, of course, Jesus is her true Love, thus her title “of Jesus.” We had a lovely 

celebration and Sister’s parents were able to visit for a few days. We congratulate Sr. 

Josefina Rose and thank all of you for your prayers for her. 

     September 14th, the Feast of the Exultation of the Holy Cross, begins the monastic 

fast season for the universal Church. It is a solemn day for us Carmelites and marks a 

time of renewal and recommitment to our way of life. We renew our vows into the 

hands of our prioress on this day, promising to God our lives of poverty, chastity and 

obedience. We change our supper meal to “collation”, which is a monastic term for a 

light meal. We have noted to each other that we can compare it to the season of 

“going back to school” after summer break. But it is still less intense than Lent.  

     Ours was a surprisingly full schedule over the last few months—even with Covid-19 restrictions. Some sisters’  

families were able to travel by car and by plane for visits. Sr. Bernadette’s niece Janet, daughter Emily and friend 

Clay came by on their cross-country driving trip. Sister had just celebrated her 97th birthday! Sr. Josefina Rose’s 

brother Ben, wife Sarah, children Cecilia and Matisse, and her sister Monica came so she could meet her new baby 

nephew Matisse. Cecilia and Matisse were dressed as a lion and a monkey for Halloween. We were delighted to 

give them candy! Sr. Cecilia’s sister Young Gin and husband Brian came, as well as Sr. Lucia’s sister Carmen and 

husband David. And lastly, we had a short visit with Fr. John Bosco from Uganda who had been helping our 

chaplain with daily mass this past summer. He was finally able to return home 

when the borders reopened from the pandemic restrictions. We will miss his  

humor, gentle spirit and wonderful homilies. 

     Our feral cat Matatu (on right) has attracted a friend who has made his home 

in our green house, too. His name is “Leggy” but some of us call him “Tuxedo.” It 

is nice for Matatu to have a friend around. Here they are perched up in the  

high window of the green house. Not a bad life, huh? 

     Speaking of small creatures of God, we had an animal trapped in the wall  

dividing the chapel from the nuns’ choir. We kept praying he’d find the way back out. Meanwhile, we opened a 

portion of the wall and put a trap facing inside, supplied with peanut butter. It balanced carefully on a ladder so 

if someone bumped it it would go off. Thank God our prayers were answered. He eventually found his way out! 

     We prayed for all of you during our annual community retreat November 17th-25th. Our Marylake friar Fr. 

Jerome Early, OCD spoke on St. John of the Cross’ ten degrees of Divine Love. It was truly grace-filled.  

                     Wishing you all a very ...                                                
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Merry Christmas! 

       Sr. Cecilia,  Sr. Bernadette,  Sr. Lucia,                                 Sr. Marie Therese,   Sr. Anu Maria,       Blue Eyes,  Sr. Andrea,  Sr. Maria Cruz  



      All Israel longed to see the face of God.  Devout 

Jews would be familiar with verse eight of psalm 27: 

“Come” says my heart, “seek his face”; your face, 

Lord, do I seek!   Many a young maiden desired to 

become the mother of the promised Messiah.  To the 

humble virgin of Nazareth belonged this honor.  

Now Mary and Joseph—specially chosen to be her 

protector and foster father of the child—have arrived 

in Bethlehem, the city of David. The time for her to 

give birth is approaching.  Having been turned away 

from other more suitable lodg-

ings, the two full of faith station 

themselves in the dimly lit cave 

shelter reserved for animals.  

These two are the first to see the 

face of the God-man in the form 

of a fragile, tiny infant. Soon 

shepherds arrive eager to see the 

newborn infant as announced by 

the angels.  The mother gladly 

shows them the face of her son 

and in her heart ponders these 

strange happenings.  Later, Wise 

men come from the East and  

arrive on the scene.  They could 

have sent emissaries with gifts but wanted to see for 

themselves and adore.  According to St. Luke after 

forty days, Mary and Joseph present Jesus in the  

temple. They are met by the aged Simeon. His longed 

for desire to see the face of the   Messiah is fulfilled.  

He utters these memorable words repeated nightly in 

the Liturgy of the Hours: “Now, Master, you may let 

your servant go in peace, according to your word, for 

my eyes have seen your salvation, which you  

prepared in sight of all the peoples, a light for revela-

tion to the Gentiles, and glory for your people  

Israel.”  As Jesus grows into manhood his identity  

remains largely hidden to others and only recognized 

by his cousin, John the Baptist, his  apostles and a few 

friends.  He reveals his shining face to three of his 

apostles as he is transfigured before them.  Mary 

again beholds the face of her Son scarred and  

disfigured during his passion as he is laid in her arms 

prior to burial.  How different this face from that of 

the once tiny infant she held! Having completed his 

mission on earth as ordained by his heavenly Father, 

Jesus is resurrected and appears in his glorified body 

to the astonishment of his  

apostles and others.      

     As we kneel before the 

crèche, recalling the author of 

first letter of John, may our 

lives be refreshed and renewed 

by a new commitment to seek 

and welcome the face of Christ 

as he appears to us in each 

brother and sister across the 

globe. 

     “What was from the begin-

ning, what we have heard, 

what we have seen with our 

eyes, what we looked upon and 

touched with our hands concerns the Word of life—

for the life was made visible; we have seen it and  

testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life that 

was with the Father and was made visible to us—

what we have seen and heard we proclaim now to 

you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; for 

our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, 

Jesus Christ.  We are writing this so that our joy may 

be complete.”  1 Jn: 1-4 

Please join us  for our Christmas Novena  
December  16th - 24th 

Top Row:  Sr. Camilla,  Gracie,  Sr. Josefina Rose      Bottom Row:  Sr. Mercia Mary,  Sr. Stephanie,  Paolo,  Sr. Petra 

   We wish each of you a  
   blessed Advent and Christmas!   

Christmas Mass Schedule: 
 

Wednesday,  December 24th, 7:30am and Midnight 
(Christmas Carols  11:40 pm) 

 

Thursday,  December 25th,  8:30 am 

Christmas Mass Schedule: 

Seek the Face of the Lord  


