
  Dear Friends, 

     “April showers bring May flowers.” It seems most of our April showers turned into 

violent thunderstorms, flooding and powerful bolts of lightening—even large chunks 

of hail in some areas. We pray for all who suffered damage or loss in any way. But 

now we have May and June flowers in abundance throughout the monastery grounds. 

The Sisters and some generous helpers have been working hard planting and         

landscaping to bring forth flowers, bushes and a small vegetable garden—which is now 

flourishing. The bean poles are quite tall with vines twined around them and growing 

to the top. We have already harvested some tender radishes.  

     Sister Anu Maria’s father came all the way from India to visit her. Her brother who already lives in the 

U.S. joined him.  We all had a wonderful visit. It was also educational. They told us about India with its 

beautiful land and produce, including the production of rubber from 

rubber trees on their property. We, in turn, shared with them one of 

the tiny products of our land—a new-born turtle the size of a quar-

ter (her brother is holding it for the picture)! 

     One of the changes in priestly assignments in the Diocese        

involves our chaplain Msgr. Lawrence Frederick who has so faithfully 

served all our liturgical needs for the past 48 years! Father Thomas 

Marks will come in the middle of June. We will greatly miss Msgr. 

Frederick. He will come only when Fr. Marks is unavailable.  We 

welcome you, Fr. Marks, and hope we will not be too hard on you! 

     Our big item in this bulletin is the occasion of the Silver Jubilee of 

Sister Lucia of the Mother of Grace which we announced in our last bul-

letin. She is one of 13 children so you know the family turn-out was 

great: eight out of 12 siblings, plus some extended family members and 

long-time friends. Her beloved parents were watching from heaven. 

Here are a “few” of her family members: 

     By all appearances this was a Ju-

bilee to top all Jubilees! The Eucha-

ristic liturgy was transcendent with 

gorgeous, unique flower arrange-

ments and a wonderful program of 

musical talent.  

     Our main Mass celebrant and 

homilist was our chaplain Msgr.   

Frederick whose 50th anniversary of 

priestly Ordination happily coincid-

ed with Sr. Lucia’s celebration. Fr. 

Ralph Reyes, OCD, at our request, 

very nicely slipped in a short but 

great address to Msgr. Frederick for 

this special occasion. 

     All the receptions for the weekend gatherings were fabulous and well attended. Sr. Lucia’s family       

provided two days of full-course meals including delicious Cajun cuisine for the whole crowd, while our 

dear friends spread out the beautiful—and delicious!—delicacies for the receptions. Sr. Lucia’s brother David, 

whose profession happens to be in decorating for weddings and special events, made some professional 

flower arrangements and decorations for the reception. A hand-made quilt done by Sr. Maria Cruz as a gift 

for Sr. Lucia hung on the wall in all its beauty, color and fine detail. 

     Sr. Lucia tremendously enjoyed visiting with her family and all of you who came.  

She feels overwhelmed by all the love, friendship and especially 

prayer she has received. She extends her deep gratitude to each and 

every one, promising her prayers for you, your loved ones and for 

the whole world during this great Jubilee Year of Mercy.  

     God bless you all!  
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Our dogs Paolo and Gracie are doing well barking a lot at 

all the comings and goings. We’ve had to keep Blue Eyes 

indoors for some time because of the baby birds that have 

hatched—mostly robins and wrens.  



     WE CORDIALLY INVITE YOU TO JOIN US   
 

Novena to Our Lady of Mount Carmel  
 

Friday, July 8th    —   Saturday, July 16th 

Celebration of the Eucharist in our Chapel  
each evening at 7:30pm 

 
Homilist: 

 Reverend Ralph Reyes, OCD  
Discalced Carmelite Friar of the Oklahoma Province  

 

Mary, Mother of the Church 

 

 St. Luke in his gospel portrays Mary, a young virgin overshadowed by the Holy Spirit in her 

willingness to become the handmaid of the Lord (Lk.1:26-27).  In his account of Christ’s ascension into 

heaven in the Acts of the Apostles, she is again portrayed after the event in the midst of the apostles 

huddled together in the upper room awaiting the coming of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:14).  Having once 

handed herself over as a living sanctuary to nurture and care for the bodily needs of the Son of God, 

she now begins to exercise her role in a more visible way as Mother of the Church.  Mary knew how 

to wait.  Had she not waited with steadfast faith and hope on previous occasions?  She waited with 

joyful expectancy for him to be born; waited again for the sign to return to Palestine after the flight 

into Egypt; waited anxiously during his three days absence when a youth of twelve years; stood and 

waited at the foot of the cross; after his death she again waited until his rising on Easter Sunday morn-

ing.  Hers was a heart so full of love and one with that of her divine Son that she lived each moment 

respectful of the Father’s plan as it unfolded.  Being herself, the first disciple of Jesus, she learned to 

wait for God’s action.  At Cana in Galilee, perceiving the plight of the newly-weds unable to provide 

ample wine for the festive occasion, she makes known the matter to her Son and waits trustingly for his 

action to remedy the situation. 

 Learning to wait for God’s action in one’s life  presupposes an inner attitude of receptivity, of 

focused intent, gradually crowding out or pushing to the background other scattered concerns.  Watch-

ing and waiting in silent prayerfulness moves to the foreground a compelling investment worthy of 

one’s energy of mind and heart.  This exposure to the power of the Holy Spirit through a quiet and 

persevering waiting broadens the scope and vision of the willing follower of Christ.  The apostles on 

the day of Pentecost experienced this manifest powerful presence as tongues of fire. The populace of 

various nations and tongues (Acts 2:9-10) might well have represented to the mind of St. Luke at the 

time of writing, the future proclamation of the kingdom later extended to the ends of the earth well 

beyond the realm of the primitive Church at Jerusalem. 

 Watching and waiting in the upper room with Mary, the Mother of God, both her role as 

Mother of the Church and theirs as Apostles are fused in tune with the will of the Father that “not one 

be lost.”  St. Luke portrays in excellent fashion  Mary’s position at the beginning and end of Jesus’  

ministry.  Her presence within the early Church reveals a continuing yearning for the coming of the 

kingdom; sparked by a hidden apostolic fruitfulness.    

 St. Leo the Great, who in a Christmas homily says: “The origin which [Christ] took in the womb 

of the Virgin He has given to the baptismal font; He has given to water what He had given to His 

Mother – the power of the Most High and the overshadowing of the Holy Spirit which was responsi-

ble for Mary’s bringing forth the Savior, has the same effect, so that water may regenerate the          

believer.”  At the close of his address to the populace on the day of Pentecost, St. Luke has Peter exhort 

the populace “to repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins 

and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”( Acts: 2; 38). Living under the tutelage of Mary,   

Mother of the Church, personal discipleship and subsequent proclamation of a Christian life unfold and 

blossom into apostolic fruitfulness wherever one may be.    
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