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Dear Friends,
Longer days, brighter days—we are on the way to Spring. There may be some
frigid days in between but Spring will come!
We have thrilling news! It is about our very own missionary priest Stanley Rother
from Okarche, Oklahoma—the “Shepherd Who Didn’t Run”. In past bulletins we
have kept you abreast of our Bishop Anthony Taylor’s work on his cause for beatification. Rome has approved the title of Martyr for him and has set a date in the fall
for his official beatification to be held in the archdiocese of Oklahoma City. All may
go and attend the ceremony. What a wonderful blessing for his home state and for
our country to have our very own missionary martyr priest for America. May his
prayers encourage all of us to bear faithful witness to gospel Truth by our lives.
On the feast of the Epiphany, January 8th, we were shocked and saddened by the sudden death of
our beloved Carmelite friar John Michael Payne of the Child Jesus, superior of the
monastery at Marylake here in Little Rock. He is greatly missed already and his many
gifts and talents are a loss to our province and
beyond. Please pray for him. May he rest in
God’s peace.
Please pray also for Sister Maria Cruz’s
brother Anel de Leon who died. She is grateful
for the prayers. She is pictured below with St.
Teresa, our foundress.
Speaking of St. Teresa, this year when we cut
our Epiphany cake to find the infant Jesus St.
Teresa of Jesus was drawn for our monastery’s
patroness for the year 2017. We sang “Nada te
Turbe” while hanging her picture in a special
place outside our refectory (see below). Picking a Carmelite saint
is a universal custom shared by Carmelites all over the world. We
enjoy hearing from other Carmels’ newsletters when they receive
their patron for the year, also. May St. Teresa, from whom our
Carmel takes its official name, bring us
many strong vocations. You can begin After a year of work we finally got our new roof.
praying for this intention, as well, and for Now the flat roof is slightly inclined for water to
run off and avoid leakage. Our beautiful bell
our diocesan Women’s Vocation Retreat to
tower
built in 2015 is seen in the background.
be held in Little Rock on March 4th and
5th. Thank you!
We had a great surprise crop of butternut squash which grew voluntarily all
over the side of the hill in our acreage, thanks to the seeds Sr. Anu Maria decided to
toss to the wind. She happily brought in the harvest, and it’s still covering a shelf in
our downstairs pantry!
Here is a little poetic gem by our
Our feral kitties which have been living in our greenhouse until they
Sr. Jean in honor of St. Joseph:
recognized it as their home base, are now free to work around our
property. They do a good job of not being seen by us. Paulo and Gracie
try to track them down. May they be safe from our dogs! Blue Eyes, of
“Silence to Silence
course, knows nothing about them—no jealousy possible for him!
was Joseph to the Word,
We hope you have a happy, holy, and refreshing Springtime when
And thus was built
it finally comes! We will be remembering all of you in our novena to
a house of prayer.
Yet not a sound was heard.”
St. Joseph—God’s gift to His Church. May he intercede for all of your
intentions and the needs of our Church. God bless you all!
Paolo and Gracie
working hard, as usual.

Can you see Blue Eye’s
blue eyes?

“the boy”

“the girl”

Please join us
for our
Novena to
St. Joseph
March
11th—19th

St. Joseph, a Righteous Man
“As Joseph lay uneasy, sore troubled and distressed.
There came an angel message to soothe his sad unrest.”
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